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ENVIRONMENTAL
OVERVIEW

EARTH DAY EVENTS
In recognition of Earth Day, the Snohomish
County Young Democrats are highlighting
some upcoming Earth Day or environmental
events:
April 24, 10 AM - 12 PM: Nature Together
Preschool is hosting a beach cleanup at
Howarth Park in Everett.
April 24, 9 AM - 12 PM: The Port of Everett
is hosting a clean up event at the marina.
April 24, 5:30 - 7 PM: Melanin Stories
Matter is hosting an Environmental Racism
Livestream Storytelling Show for $10.
April 24-25, 12 - 2:30 PM: There will be a
Super Earth Day Volunteer Work Party at
North Creek Forest in Bothell.
Sign up to become a forest steward with
the Snohomish County Healthy Forest
Project!

President Biden proposed a 2 trillion dollar
infrastructure package which would invest in
clean energy and modernize infrastructure to
be less vulnerable and more sustainable.
On Earth Day, President Biden hosted a
global climate change summit where he
unveiled a commitment to halve our emissions
by 2030.
Both chambers in the Washington legislature
passed HB 1091, which would allow the
Department of Ecology to create a Clean Fuels
Program to limit greenhouse gas emissions in
transportation fuel, with a goal of reducing
carbon in fuels to 20% by 2035. Lawmakers
are now negotiating to resolve the differences
between the bills passed by both chambers.
The Washington legislature unanimously
passed HB 1168, which will support forest
health, wildfire preparedness and community
resilience. It has been sent to Gov. Inslee.
The Washington legislature passed SB 5253
supporting and implementing
recommendations from the Pollinator Task
Force to protect the habitat, health and
sustainability of pollinator species. It is
headed to Gov. Inslee to be signed.
The Washington legislature passed SB 5141 to
implement recommendations from the
Environmental Justice Task Force that seek to
reduce environmental and health disparities
and improve the health of all Washington
residents. It will be sent to Gov. Inslee.
The Washington State Senate passed SB 5126
(The Climate Commitment Act) which is
designed to reduce emissions, establish a cap
and invest program for greenhouse gas
emissions, and require producers of fossil
fuels or other greenhouse gas emitting
products to comply with air quality and
emissions standards. It has passed out of the
fiscal committee in the House and must have a
floor vote by April 25 to pass.
Contact your reps at the WA leg hotline (1800-562-6000) to urge them to pass SB 5126
and HB 1091 before the end of session!

Local News
All people 16 or older are now eligible
for a COVID-19 vaccine. For
information on how to get a vaccine in
Snohomish County, go here.
Vaccine progress:

Officials are warning that Snohomish
County could fall back into Phase 2 of
the state's reopening plan due to
rising case numbers and
hospitalizations.
Washington's Department of Natural
Resources responded to 91 fires last
week and officials are worried that
this year could be a bad fire season.
The National Weather Service
warned that dry and warm
temperatures will continue to make
fires more likely.
Rental assistance is available for
Snohomish County households if you
meet certain requirements. Call 211
to complete the eligibility screening
or go here for more information.
A plan to build a new homeless
shelter in Everett was canceled in
favor of keeping a cold weather
shelter run by the Everett Gospel
Mission open year round due to
timing and location concerns.
The county will also use one million in
state grant funds to fund motel room
vouchers and another million to fund
20 individual pallet shelters. The
grant is expected to provide nearly
100 beds funded through June 2023.

Spotlight: Police Violence
Derek Chauvin, a former
Minneapolis police officer,
was found guilty on all
charges in the murder of
George Floyd.

Around 1000 fatal police
shootings are reported each
year. Since 2005, only 139
officers have been arrested
for murder or manslaughter
due to an on-duty shooting,
which is an arrest rate of
around one percent.
Of those 139 officers, only
44 have been convicted
(with 42 cases still pending),
but most of the officers were
convicted for lesser charges.
Only eight officers including
Derek Chauvin have been
convicted of murder, making
Chauvin's conviction
exceedingly rare.
It was only possible thanks
to the bystanders who tried
to intervene, especially
Darnella Frazier who
recorded the widely seen
video that brought global
attention to George Floyd's
murder.

Before the video was
released, the Minneapolis
police released a wildly
misleading statement saying
George Floyd's death
resulted from a "medical
incident during police
interaction."
Similarly, a prosecutor was
placed on leave after
suggesting in court that 13year old Adam Toledo was
armed when he was shot by
police officers. Video of the
incident later showed Adam
Toledo unarmed with his
hands in the air when he was
shot. Both of these are
reminders not to trust law
enforcement statements
about police shootings.
At around the same time as
Derek Chauvin was being
declared guilty, Ma'Khia
Bryant, a sixteen-year old
girl was killed by police in
Columbus, Ohio.
President Biden and
congressional lawmakers
are urging for the passage of
the George Floyd Justice in
Policing Act, which aims to
aims to end certain deadly
police techniques, ban noknock warrants in federal
drug cases, end qualified
immunity, make it easier to
prosecute police officers,
and other provisions that
are designed to reduce
police misconduct.
The Justice Department has
rescinded a Trump-era
policy limiting the use of
consent decrees, which
provide a way to force
changes in police
departments that were
found to abuse their power.

National News
Over half of all adults in the United
States have now received at least
one vaccine dose.
Biden reached his doubled goal of
hitting 200 million vaccine doses
administered in his first 100 days
eight days early.
The U.S. has lifted the pause on the
use of the Johnson & Johnson
vaccine after a handful of cases of
rare blood clots. A CDC panel
recommended that young women
should be advised of the risks
before being given the vaccine.
President Biden announced a tax
credit for businesses who give paid
leave to their employees to receive
their COVID-19 vaccine.
The Biden administration
announced plans to withdraw all
U.S. forces from Afghanistan by
September 11, 2021.
The USDA will extend free lunches
for all students through the 20212022 school year.
The Supreme Court ruled that
minors can be given a life sentence
without the possibility of parole,
which reverses other judicial
decisions that favored leniency for
minors.

Notable and Exciting Bills Passed In
The 2021 Legislature
By: Michael Ugrin
Many exciting pieces of legislation have
passed in the 2021 session of the
Washington state legislature. Here are
a few standout bills:
Senate Bill 5313, supporting equity
and access to necessary healthcare
and medical procedures for trans
people in Washington State.
Senate Bill 5195, increasing access
and supply for life-saving opioid
overdose medication. This bill
empowers hospital healthcare
providers to supply overdose
reversal medication to patients
with symptoms of an opioid
overdose, opioid use disorder, or
other adverse event related to
opioid use.
House Bill 1078, automatically
restoring the right to vote for
persons with felony convictions
once they are no longer serving
total confinement sentences. This is
a monumental piece of legislation
that improves equity and
strengthens democracy, as well as
fights stigma against people with
felony convictions, which are
disproportionately people of color.

Senate Bill 5179, allowing any
Washingtonian over the age of 18
to
donate
blood,
including
apheresis,
without
parental
permission or authorization. More
young folks will be able to
generously offer blood donations to
those in need.

Upcoming Events
Apr 30 - May 2: The Young Democrats
of Washington are hosting a free
convention on Zoom that will include
panels, events, and elections for the
YDWA executive board. You must
register here to be eligible to
participate or vote.
Apr 24, 1 PM: Alicia in Edmonds is
hosting Black In Edmonds: After the
Verdict, a roundtable discussion about
the impact of George Floyd's death on
the City of Edmonds.
Apr 24, 7 PM: The 39th LD and Whole
Washington are presenting the movie
"The Power to Heal, Medicare and the
Civil Rights Revolution" followed by a
discussion.
Apr 30, 8 AM - 5 PM: Leadership
Snohomish County is hosting the 2021
Step Up: Moving Racial Equity Forward
Conference to help participants gain a
deeper understanding about racial
equity and social justice.

The Snohomish County Young Democrats
Bulletin is written and compiled by the
newsletter subcommittee.
Writers: Jessica Corbman and Michael Ugrin
Editor-in-Chief: Carsten Glans
Interested in writing an article or
promoting an event in the next
newsletter? Please submit any
contribution ideas here.
If you would like to subscribe to the newsletter,
please submit your information here.

