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2021 LEGISLATURE
ROUNDUP
Lt. Gov Denny Heck called this session "the most
consequential legislative session I’ve seen during
my 48 years in and out of government service.”

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday May 29th at 2:30 PM: There will be a
Stop AAPI Hate rally on the NE corner of Kelsey
and Highway 2 in Monroe.
Saturday, May 29th at 7 PM: The 39th LD is
hosting an event on police accountability that will
feature a discussion between two Army combat
vets and a former Navy police officer about the
difference between rules of force in the military
and with civilian police. There will then be a
discussion on how to hold police officers
accountable.
Sunday, June 6 at 2 PM: BLM SnoCo Activism is
hosting a Juneteenth rally in Everett featuring
Rep. John Lovick, Mukilteo Councilmember and
SCYD member Louis Harris, and activist Kendra
Vides.
Friday, June 18th at 11:30 AM: Juneteenth
Celebration Drive-Thru & Zoom presented by
Lynnwood Recreation Center & Senior Center.
There will be a drive-thru celebration featuring
guest speaker Lena V. Hopkins with curbside red
velvet cake. You can also view the presentation on
Zoom.
The Snohomish County chapter of the NAACP is
hosting a month of events in honor of Juneteenth.
You can subscribe to find more information here.

The Washington legislature passed:
A 7% tax on capital gains over $250K from the
sale of stocks and bonds to raise revenue for
education, early learning, and childcare
investments. A lawsuit has already been filed
to stop this law.
The Climate Commitment Act which creates a
cap and invest program that will limit
greenhouse gas emissions and invest in
programs that reduce emissions.
A clean fuel standard which will require the
reduction of carbon emissions from
transportation fuels by expanding the use of
electric vehicles and lower carbon fuels.
The HEAL Act which will require that
environmental justice be considered in
decision making on climate policies and
programs.
The creation of a new Equity Office which will
help agencies develop their own diversity,
equity, and inclusion plans.
The Working Families Tax Credit, which will
provide up to $1200 for individuals and
families who qualify based on income.
A dozen police accountability bills that will
reduce the tactics officers can use in the field,
create a new Office of Independent
Investigations to independently investigate all
police uses of deadly force, require police to
electronically record interrogations of
juveniles and adults facing felony charges,
create a state-funded grant program to fund
local projects aimed at building partnerships
between communities and law enforcement,
and more.
Read more about the session here!

Local News
For information on how to get a
vaccine in Snohomish County, go
here.
Vaccine progress:

The Snohomish County Vaccine
Taskforce is shifting focus from the
mass vaccination sites towards
community-based clinics. After June
1st, the mass vaccination sites will no
longer offer first doses.
Community Transit will now offer
free rides on their buses to receive a
COVID-19 vaccination.
Three Tacoma police officers have
been charged in the death of Manuel
Ellis. He died while handcuffed and
restrained by the officers and
pleading, "I can't breathe."
The Lakewood and Mukilteo school
districts hired a third party
investigator to look into racist
comments aimed at Black players on
the varsity women's basketball team.
The Snohomish County PUD has
rolled out three pilot programs called
FlexTime, FlexPeak and
FlexResponse that seek to reduce the
amount of energy used during peak
times. They are seeking volunteers to
enroll in these programs, which will
give them discounts on their energy
bills and may allow the PUD to avoid
having to purchase any carbon-based
energy during peak times.

SCYD First Round of Candidate Endorsements
By: Michael Ugrin, Chair of the Endorsements Committee
These are the first few candidates that our
organization is excited to endorse in their bids for
various local and regional races:
Cassie Franklin, Mayor of
Everett - Cassie has proven
to be a great leader in the
City of Everett, and we
happily gave her our
endorsement for her
reelection for what will be a
challenging next few years.
David Simpson, Port of
Everett Commissioner David’s devotion to his role
in securing a more safe,
clean, and sustainable future
for Everett earned him our
endorsement, and we can’t
wait to see his passion and
vision going forward.
Paul Roberts, Everett City
Council 1 - Paul’s many
years of experience and
fervent passion for a clean
and healthy future for
Everett and the entire
region made our
organization excited to
endorse him for City
Council.
Mary Fosse, Everett City
Council 1 - Mary’s
undeniable energy,
excitement, and drive to
support the people of
Everett also made us excited
to give her our endorsement
for City Council.
Paula Rhyne, Everett City
Council 2 - Paula has heart
and compassion that really
shows. She cares deeply for
the people of Everett, and it
was our pleasure to give our
endorsement to her
campaign for City Council.

Greg Lineberry, Everett
City Council 2 - Greg’s years
of devotion and experience
make him a strong candidate
for City Council, and we are
gladly giving our
endorsement for his bid.
Don Schwab, Everett City
Council 3 - Don has been
serving the community for
many years, and he wants to
continue his service on the
City Council. Having a
unique and important
perspective of the
challenges the city faces, we
were happy to endorse him
in this race.
Whitney Rivera, Edmonds
Municipal Court Judge Judge Rivera, having spent
years as a public defender,
truly understands and cares
for people who have been in
need, crisis, and have faced
trauma and adversity. Her
passion and professionalism
are undeniable, and we
proudly give our strong
endorsement to her.

INTERESTED IN
RECEIVING OUR
ENDORSEMENT?
Contact
endorsements@snocoyd.org to
receive our questionnaire and
begin the process.

National News
President Biden has proposed a $6
trillion budget for the fiscal year
that starts in October. It would
include:
Funding increases for
education, the IRS, and the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention
The $2.3 trillion American Jobs
Plan to invest in infrastructure
The $1.8 trillion American
Families Plan, which would fund
universal preschool and two
years of free community college
The White House Director of the
National Economic Council, Brian
Deese, stated, "The Budget policies
begin reducing deficits within 10
years; are fully offset year 15; and
reduces deficits thereafter."
Senate Republicans used the
filibuster to block a bill to create a
bipartisan January 6 commission.
Climate activists scored wins
against Exxon, Shell, and Chevron.
Chevron shareholders backed a
proposal to reduce its emissions
and Exxon lost two board seats to
an activist hedge fund. A Dutch
court ruled that Royal Dutch Shell
must slash its carbon emissions by
45 percent by 2030.

Spotlight: Israel and Palestine
Israel and Hamas agreed to a
ceasefire on May 21st, ending a
conflict that killed at least 243
Palestinians in Gaza and 12 Israelis
and reduced parts of the Gaza strip
to rubble.
At least 67 children in Gaza and 2
children in Israel were killed.
This is just the latest round of
fighting, with the human cost of the
conflict from 2008-2020 seen
below:

Although a ceasefire has been
called, the underlying problems that
led to the conflict still exist and
tensions remain high.
Here are some places you can
donate to aid the people of Gaza.

The roots of the current violence date
back to 1948 Arab-Israeli War when
Palestinians living in the newly
declared state of Israel were forced
out of or fled from their homes, and
were
afterwards
barred
from
returning. Many refugees fled to the
West Bank and Gaza, which came
under Jordanian and Egyptian control
respectively. Since Israel's 1967
victory in the Six-Day War, these
territories have been under Israeli
control.
Palestinians in West Bank, Gaza, and
East Jerusalem live under a military
occupation
with
the
Israeli
government tightly controlling who
can exit or enter Gaza. This blockade
was theoretically meant to stop
Hamas's ability to arm itself, but it also
has destroyed Gazan civilians' ability
to have a healthy society.
A 2018 UN report estimated that the
combination of three wars and the
blockade did damage to Gaza's
economy worth six times its GDP and
led to a poverty rate nearly four times
what it would have been.
There are currently 650,000 Jewish
settlers living in the West Bank, many
of whom live on occupied Palestinian
land. Israeli settlers are governed by
Israeli civil law, while Palestinians are
subject to Israeli military law that
severely restricts their rights.
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